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Sounds Write: Our approach to teaching literacy  

in Reception – Year 2 
 

 
What is Sounds Write? 
 
At Annesley, in 2023, we have introduced the “Sounds Write” reading and spelling program 
in all Reception to Year 2 classes.  Sounds-Write is an expertly structured synthetic phonics 
programme based on the science of reading.  Sounds-Write teaches the skills, concepts and 
code knowledge necessary to teach children to read and spell.  
 
Sounds-Write teaches the complete code (175+ of the most common spellings of the 44 or 
so sounds in English) through explicitly teaching of the Initial Code and Extended Code. The 
program is planned and organised around the conceptual understandings required to make 
sense of the process of learning to read and spell using a multi-sensory approach. 

Sounds Write lessons are structured 20-25 minutes in duration. Each lesson is broken into 
components:  

• Main lesson – Activities to support word building, symbol search, sound swap, 
reading and spelling words  

• Word lists and stories – to support lessons in the Initial Code and/or Extended Code 
• Dictation (hearing and recording sounds) 
• Story Book Reading – which involves the reading and discussing a story book with the 

students, to help improve their vocabulary and comprehension  

The sounds write program is cumulative. It is important to note the following: 
 

• Sounds are presented in the context of a whole word, not in isolation 

• We always refer to the sound, not the letter name (eg /t/ not ‘tee’) 

• Reading, Writing and spelling is part of each lesson 

 

Conceptual knowledge 

Students learn about the English alphabet code in order to become fluent readers (and 
spellers) of English. The conceptual knowledge and understandings of the Sounds Write 
program are as follows: 
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Initial Code 

Students are explicitly taught the skills of blending, segmenting and phoneme manipulation. 
These skills are fundamental to being able to use the alphabet code effectively in fluent 
reading and spelling. 

The skill of blending individual sounds to enable the construction of meaningful words, such 
as /c/…/a/…/t/….’cat’ 

The skills of segmenting individual sounds in speech is important for both reading and 
spelling. Students need to be able to split the word ‘dog’ into its three sounds /d/ /o/ /g/ to 
be able to represent each sound graphemically. 

Phoneme manipulation is the skill of manipulating individual sounds within words. For 
example, use the word ‘mat’ and replace the /a/ by the sound /i/ so the word becomes ‘mit’ 

It is also important to note that speed and accuracy need to be achieved for all three of the 
above skills for students to become automatic. Once the process is automatic the reader  

 Conceptual Knowledge and Understanding 
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 1. Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent sounds 

2. A sound may be spelled by 1,2,3 or 4 letters 

dog             street            night          dough 
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3. The same sound can be spelled in more than one way  

(one sound – different spellings) 

rain         break             gate           stay 

 

4. Many spellings can represent more than one sound  

(one spelling - different sounds) 

head            seat            break  
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can then concentrate on understanding and extracting information from the text they are 
reading. 

The sounds in each Sounds Write unit are introduced in an order that allows a large number 
of words to be read as soon as possible. 

When students are writing words, they are saying each sound as they write its spelling, they 
are engaging in a multi-sensory way. 

Extended Code 
 
Students are ready to move onto Extended Code when they have learnt and are proficient 
in blending, segmenting and phoneme manipulation. Once students have mastered the first 
two concepts at initial code, they then move to extended code. 
 
Concept 1 - Sounds in speech are represented by letters 
Concept 2 - A sound can be represented by a 1 or 2 letters 
 
Extended Code knowledge begins by explicitly teaching students the concepts: 
 
Concept 3 – A spelling can represent more than one sound 
Concept 4 - Some sounds can be represented (spelled) in more than one way 
 
The Sounds Write program follows a scope and sequence that support students’ knowledge 
and understanding of the phonemic nature of the code (sounds) and its graphemic nature 
(spellings) 
 

Using Decodable texts 
 

Decodable texts enable children to practise the skills and code knowledge they are 
learning.  The simple sentence structures and short word counts will help children practice 
reading without overloading them and they'll enjoy having success! 
 
These are books that enable your child to practise the sounds and spellings that they are 
learning. Most of the words are words that they can decode because they contain spellings 
they have already learnt. Using decodable texts provides students with opportunities to 
practice the literacy skills they have learnt. 

 


