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President’s Report: Natalie Fuller (‘74) 
Dear Old Scholar 
I hope that 2025 has started on a high note for you! This year is shaping up to be 
an exciting one for the OSA as we celebrate our 120th anniversary! Building on 
from the strong foundation established in 1905 as the MLC Guild, our name has 
changed over time to reflect changes in the school community. At the AGM in 
November, a special resolution was passed to widen our membership and 
shorten our name to the “MLC Annesley Old Scholars Association”.  You will 
notice the new header for this edition of the Newsletter that includes all three school shields, and we 
are working on a new design for our logo. 
So, while celebrating the rich traditions and history of our association, a key focus for this year is to 
welcome our newest old scholars who have graduated from Annesley Junior School into our alumni 
community. Together with the School, we are hosting a new old scholars reunion in October for all AJS 
students who have graduated between 2012 and 2024. Our aim is to encourage AJS graduates to 
become active members of our old scholars’ community.  
There are a number of decade milestone reunions planned for this year—the details are included in 
this Newsletter. Our sincere thanks to those members who are organising these events. Our annual 
June luncheon is  being held at The Caledonian Hotel in North Adelaide. Booking details are included. 
In addition to the 60 year reunion old scholars, we hope to be joined by a larger group of old scholars . 
We are thrilled to bring back an “Old Scholars’ Week” in September with a number of functions being 
held. Drinks @ Gillingham will be on Friday, September 19th, and a commemorative service 
conducted by Pastor Pete will be held in Gillingham Hall on September 14th (TBC). There will also be 
opportunities to tour the current school. In addition to revisiting the familiar, this provides an 
opportunity to see the physical changes to the school  and to see what a vibrant learning environment 
is being provided to the youngest members of our school community. Old uniforms, trophies, 
magazines, photos and other memorabilia will be on display. Other events are yet to be announced, 
but there will also be a concurrent gathering for old scholars living in Melbourne. 
More details about these events can be found in this Newsletter, so please save the dates and keep an 
eye on the Old Scholars Association web page, under the “Community” tab on the Annesley Junior 
School website (www.annesley.sa.edu.au) for further information about events and booking details. 
This website will be our main communication channel. We will continue to provide bi-annual 
newsletters. These will be posted on the webpage and we would appreciate your support in 
downloading these for members of your family who may not be familiar with social media platforms. 
Please also join our Facebook page. We need your help! If your peer year has a Facebook page, please 
email me with details (natalie@nataliefuller.com.au) so we can extend our reach in promoting events. 
It’s always more fun if you know that some of your year level friends are attending an event. So please 
help us to help you to reconnect. 
Our sincere thanks to our retiring Committee members, Jenny Jenkinson (Opie ‘72) and Sue Stow 
(Davey ‘70) who have contributed many years of service to the OSA. And a warm welcome to new 
Committee members Merridy Carter (Porter ‘78), Mandy Hallett (‘78) and Cathy Fox (White ‘78). 
Together, let’s make 2025 a great year to remember, to reconnect and to look ahead! 
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Methodist Ladies College was established in 1902, firstly at Malvern, then Greenhill Road 
Wayville. The following quotation is from the very first edition of ‘Wattle Blossom’, MLC Guild’s 
first newsletter, which was published in August 1906, just one year after the MLC Old Scholars’ 
Guild had been formed.   ‘After three years of our College’s existence, the necessity of establishing 
some link which would bind past scholars to their old associations was keenly felt by teachers and 
girls.  In the beginning of 1905, therefore, it was definitely decided that an Old Scholars 
Association should be formed, and this decision resulted in the establishment of the MLC Guild. 
Meetings have been conducted regularly, and many enjoyable and profitable evenings spent in 
the study of some of our best authors and poets.’   
 
In the ensuing 120 years, the MLC Guild, which is now called the MLC Annesley Old Scholars 
Association  (OSA) has remained operative, sharing news of old scholars’ triumphs, sporting 
achievements and life stories; engagements, marriages, births and deaths; celebrating the old 
scholars’ active participation in all walks of life. 
 
Daphne Gum (1995), in her book  A Rich Tapestry of Lives (which tells the first 90 years of the 
OSA’s stories), eloquently details the history of the Association by mentioning our successful 
functions, community service, memorable reunions and gifts to the school.  
 
Apart from Old Scholars Week activities (which used to be held in August or September each 
year), the OSA held welcome functions for young old scholars, garden parties, bridge and golf 
days, annual dinners, dances, debutante balls, regional dinners, supported old scholar sporting 
teams, organised fetes, fairs, galas, picnics and dinners - often for specific purposes, such as 
raising the funds to purchase the grand piano gifted to the school by the OSA in 1980. Fashion 
parades and film evenings were popular fundraisers in the 70s and 80s, as well as musical 
evenings, revues and quiz nights, not forgetting the many raffles available at the regular 
luncheons.  
 
Not only was our community active in those events, but our old scholars made a lasting 
contribution to social welfare causes, especially in the well-being of babies and young children. 
For many years the OSA adopted a ward at the Adelaide Children’s Hospital, (after 1993 known as 
the Adelaide Women’s and Children’s Hospital) and flowers, knitted toys, clothes, teddy bears, 
plus specific medical equipment were donated by the OSA.    
     
The OSA also established and funded a number of scholarships and prizes for many years. In 1923 
two scholarships were founded – the Old Collegians’ Scholarship and the Elizabeth Jackson 
Memorial Scholarship.  Each scholarship was for one year’s tuition and the recipients were 
chosen after sitting an examination.  Fundraising was held to specifically fund such scholarships, 
and the money was invested to keep the scholarships viable. In 1930 a third scholarship, called 
the Patchell Scholarship, was founded. This was named in honour of former Headmistress Miss 
M. E. Patchell. In 1950 there was also the E. M.  Worsnop Scholarship awarded each year to a 
daughter of an old scholar. With the rising cost of school fees outpacing the interest earned by 
the fund, changes were made in 1977 and the last Old Collegians’ Scholarship was awarded in 
1985.   
 
In 1964 it was decided than an archival collection should be established, and donations of 
photographs, badges, crockery, magazines, ties, hat bands, uniforms, programs, dolls in knitted 
uniforms, hats, sporting cups and trays and many more items were gratefully  received by the  

PATCHELL LIBRARY HISTORICAL CENTRE 
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OSA. For the 90th Anniversary Year of the School, the opening of the Patchell Library Historical 
Centre was celebrated, which housed our memorabilia. Our Association’s archival collection is 
one of the best in Australia (according to expert advice we have received) and many thanks go 
to  Daphne Gum, Glenys Edwards, Helen Cornish, Christine and Yolanda Lopez and Margaret 
Hosking, to name just a few who have spent countless hours/months/years cataloguing, photo-
graphing and archiving this amazing collection.  
 
When the School radically changed at the end of 2011, it was feared that the Old Scholars Associ-
ation would not survive.  However, due to the diligence and hard work of many on the Com-
mittee, including Sue Stow, Chris Lopez, Glenys Edwards, Jenny Jenkinson, the MLC Annesley Old 
Scholars Association has not only survived but is welcoming new members from the cohorts of 
Annesley Junior School students from 2012  onwards, to revive and renew the OSA.  We can look 
forward to an exciting future with many events planned for 2025. 
 
Our school has a proud and strong tradition and reputation in the South Australian communi-
ty.  It has evolved and changed with the times and still stands as a strong educational facility in 
our State.  The MLC Annesley Old Scholars Association is one of the oldest independent 
school  past student bodies in Australia.  Thanks to the dedication, commitment and contribu-
tions of past members, the OSA is strong.  Current members should be justly proud to belong to 
the cohort of those who well remember attending ‘the best school of all’ and who ‘dare to be-
come’.  Congratulations on celebrating 120 years!  
 
Helen Flavel (Henderson ‘70) 
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OSA EVENTS 2024  

November 2024 Lunch 
Jo Rossiter, AJS Principal and 1995 old scholar,  attended the  luncheon at the 
Caledonian Hotel on November 13 with about 35 other old scholars. Glenys 
Edwards, recently retired from many years working as a volunteer for the OSA, 
spoke to the group. Her knowledge of our history and archives is amazing!  As 
always, the Caledonian provided a great meal and venue for our lunch.  
As decided at the meeting in November, this was the last November luncheon. 
We hope to see you at the June lunch and Drinks@Gillingham in September. 

4  |   March 2025 MLCAnnesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter 



May 2024 MLC/Annesley Old Scholars Association Newsletter   |  5 

 REUNIONS 2024 

20 Year Reunion:  
The Edinburgh Hotel in Mitcham was the venue for the reunion in November, 2024 of old scholars who 
were in the 1995 peer year cohort.  

Back row: Kari Bowling, Tsering Hannaford, Samantha Beinke, Yvette Watson, Margie Pumpa, Alisha 
Senior, Carlyn Manners, Kathryn Lodge, Monika Newman, Bonnie Singh, Hannah Manual, Tori 
Greenslade, Jillian Moffat, Lauren Heinrich  
Middle row: Kaela Thurston, Ashleigh Willis, Samantha Crane, Melissa Dreckow, Lauren Woodward, 
Danielle Parker, Cynthia Psaromatis, Georgina Cogan, Jennifer Tu  
Front row: Melissa Fenwick, Emma Humphries  

 
 

NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS 
Congratulations to Louise Grimmer (Lindsay ‘87) who was recently appointed as Associate Professor in 
the School of Business and Economics at University of Tasmania. 
 

DEATHS 
It is with much sadness that we announce the following deaths. We pass on our sincere condolences to 
families and friends of these Old Scholars: 
 Pamela Dolan (Cox ) 9.7.26-21.2.25 
 Eleanor Linden (Cornish ‘47) 24.1.30-11.1.25 
 Louise  Kotz (Kotz ‘82) 27.11.64-21.2.25 
 Janet Hoopmann  (Buttery ‘60) 17.10.43-25.11.24 
 Janet Gardner (Kitto ‘54)  
 Robyn Pillans (Lower ‘70), former Science teacher 2024. 



 

 

Drinks @ Gillingham—1 November 2024 
More than 90 Old Scholars and families attended our annual event. The Principal, Jo Rossiter, 
unveiled the AJS Leaders Honour Roll, while OSA President, Natalie Fuller,  unveiled Maddie 
Kavanagh’s name as the last (2011) Head Prefect of Annesley College. Natalie also thanked Jenny 
Jenkinson for her many years of service to the OSA. A PowerPoint presentation of over 200 
slides projected onto the big screen prompted memories and nostalgia for the old scholars 
attending.  Be sure to save the date for this year’s D@G event on 19th September 2025! 

OSA EVENTS 2024  
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2025 is the 120th anniversary of the Old Scholars’ Association! The OSA is organising several 
events, so we look forward to seeing you on one or more occasions. 
For old scholars living in Victoria, we are thrilled to announce the recent establishment of a 
Victorian Alumni – see below for details. 
Milestone reunions are also being organised by many Year Groups – see below for details. 
Updates of events will be posted on our MLC Annesley OSA Facebook page. Information is also 
posted on the Annesley Junior School website - under the Community tab you will find the Old 
Scholars Association pages. 
 

We warmly invite all Old Scholars from our community to join us for the upcoming gatherings. 
 

Event: Breakfast/Morning Tea for old scholars who are relatives of current AJS students  
When: Friday, 16 May 2025 starting at 8.15am 
Details: Further details to be posted on the website. 
RSVP: Emma Humphries: Emma.kay.humphries@gmail.com 
 

Event: Luncheon at The Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide  
When: Wednesday, 11 June 2025 starting at 12 noon 
Details: All Old Scholars welcome. Further details to be posted on the website.  
RSVP: OSA Secretary Lesley Henderson: os@annesley.sa.edu.au 
 

Event: Drinks@Gillingham 
When: 7pm onwards, Friday, 19 September 2025 
Details: All Old Scholars. Further details to be posted on the website and Facebook. 
Contact: Robyn Brown: dotsybrown@gmail.com 
 

Event: Old  (and new) Scholars’ Commemorative Service  
When: Sunday 14th September TBC 
Details: The extended MLC/Annesley community. Further details to be posted on the website. 
Contact: OSA Secretary Lesley Henderson: os@annesley.sa.edu.au 
 

Event: Annesley Junior School Young Graduates celebration 
When: 6-8pm, Thursday, 23 October 2025 
Details: All AJS Young Graduates from 2012 - 2024. Organised jointly by AJS and the OSA. 
Invitations will be sent later in the year. Further details to be posted on the website.  
Contact: Emma Humphries: Emma.kay.humphries@gmail.com 
 

Victorian Alumni Old scholars living in Victoria are invited to join the MLC Annesley Old 
Scholars Association - Victorian Alumni Facebook group to stay in touch, reconnect with old 
friends and catch up for a drink later in 2025. A social event is planned later in the year, so stay 
tuned for more details. If you have any ideas or would like to help organise a get together, 
please contact Kate Trescowthick (Elliott, 2000) either via Facebook or email 
katelelliott@gmail.com 
 

VISITS TO ANNESLEY JUNIOR SCHOOL 
Old Scholars who wish to see the school during a reunion please contact Lesley Henderson at 
os@annesley.sa.edu.au so that arrangements can be made with the school for a larger group 
and access outside of school hours if available. 
We have had some enquiries from Old Scholars in regard to a visit to the school. The Principal, 
Jo Rossiter, has affirmed with us that she is very happy to have any past students visit. If you 
wish to visit during school hours it will need to be organised directly with the school through 
contacting: Cat Rogowski, Executive Assistant to the Principal. Email: 
Rogowskic@annesley.sa.edu.au 

OSA EVENTS 2025 
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MILESTONE REUNIONS 
The following cohort reunions for 2025 are planned. If you are organising a reunion for your 
year, please contact Lesley Henderson (0403 339 111) so that all past students may be invited. 
Note that the term “Peer Year” refers to the cohort of students who were at school together 
and completed (or would have completed had they remained at school) year 12 in that year. 
We look forward to hearing from you for these reunions, and hope that you enjoy re-
connecting with your peers while remembering the times you shared at the school.  
 

20 year  reunion (Peer Year 2005)   
When: Details to be confirmed 
Details: Class of 2005  
Contact: Emma Humphries  Emma.kay.humphries@gmail.com      
 

25-year Reunion Lunch (Peer Year 2000) 
When: Saturday 18 October 2025 
Details: Class of 2000  
Contact: Kate Trescowthick (Elliott) katelelliott@gmail.com  Marissa Schulze (Haltis)  
 

30 year reunion  Lunch (Peer Year 1995)  
When: Saturday, 23 August 2025 
Details: Class of 1995  
Contact: Jemesie Christo-Gosse and Kate Jackson (Wood) via Facebook 
Facebook link:   Annesley Old Scholars 1995 
 

40-year Reunion Dinner (Peer Year 1985) 
When: TBC (probably in November) 
Details: Class of 1985  
Contact: Sonia Ferrari (Harkness) sonia@ferrariformalwear.com.au Miranda Jackson 
mirandajackson04@gmail.com Alison Heath alison@hansonbay.net  
Facebook link: Annesley College 1985 
 

50-year Reunion Lunch 
When: 2-5pm, Friday October 10, 2025 @ Robin Hood Hotel 
Details: Class of 1975  
Contact: Pauline Noblet   pnoblet58@gmail.com  
Facebook link: Class of 75 MLC 
 

55-year Reunion Lunch 
When: Sunday, 21 September 2025 
Details: Class of 1970  
Contact: Helen Flavel (Henderson) flavelhk@gmail.com  
 

60-year Reunion Lunch 
When: See details for June lunch on Wednesday, 11 June 2025 
Details: Class of 1965  
Contact: Lesley Henderson: os@annesley.sa.edu.au 
 

HELP US TO SPREAD THE WORD. 
Does your year level have a Facebook group? If so, please let us know so we can send updates 
of our events directly to the administrator of your Facebook page. Email Natalie Fuller with 
details: natalie@nataliefuller.com.au 

 
 
 

REUNIONS 2025  
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55th Year Reunion of the 1970 cohort—September 21st 2025 
Covid in 2020 and subsequent years put paid to our group celebrating our 
50th Anniversary.  However, this year we can now celebrate our 55th Year since leaving 
school.  Anyone who attended with our group, whether it be during our primary years, those who 
began Year 8 in 1966 or who joined us subsequently, please consider joining us in September 
2025.  Firstly there is Drinks@Gillingham on Friday 19th September, for an evening of drinks and 
finger food in Gillingham Hall along with many old scholars from other years.  Our 55th lunch cele-
bration will be held on Sunday 21st September at a venue yet to be decided.  Please keep this 
weekend free and make plans to catch up with your former classmates and friends!  The more the 
merrier!  Contact Helen Flavel for more details:  0438828862 or flavelhk@gmail.com. I look for-
ward to hearing from you.  
Do you know how to contact the following people? Bronwen DeKok (Lowe); Fiona McGregor; Sher-

ry Gillett; Mary McKenzie (Overton); Bronwyn Picken (Pryor); Coralie Coates (Nottle); Kirsten Rossiter; Anne Rowe; 
Anne Haylock (Sleader); Karen South; Robyn Parker (Taylor); Janine  Thornton-Kilby (Thornton); Carol Brooks 
(Tomlinson); Julie Dolphin (Towns); Marilyn Naughton (Nixon); Janet Wright; Julie Ware; Katie Watson; Marilyn Waite; 
Virginia Wright (Timperon) Janice Edmonds (Williams); Sue Kirby (Westlake);  Amana Anne Rye (Walker);  Margaret 
Weiner (Wait) Joanne Marshall (Boxall); Kim Makeyev (Harris); Sandra Lang (Growden); Anne Marie Somerville 
(Walter); Chris Tu Ipulatu (Bennett);  Di DeBoo (Thomas); Pauline Milton (Burgess); Elizabeth Scarborough (Butler). 

Annesley Junior School Sports Day — 28th March 2025 
Remember when the four houses competed in athletics and team games at our annual Sports 
Day? This year the OSA set up a display at the Annesley Junior School Sports Day in March, held 
at the school. Committee members Emma Humphries, Mandy Hallett, Merridy Carter and Cathy 
Fox are pictured (below) with our new OSA banner. Current students were delighted to see 
photos and memorabilia from past events. Many old scholars are parents or relatives of current 
AJS students, and we all enjoyed  
supporting the four houses and singing  
the war cries! This year, Corinth was  
the overall winner, but everyone on  
the day thoroughly enjoyed the  
fun of Sports Day 2025. 

OSA EVENTS 2025 
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OSA EVENTS 2025 

June Luncheon—Wednesday 11th June at the Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide 
Bookings for this luncheon are being made online via Humanitix. Click on the following link to 
purchase your ticket: 

MLC Annesley Old Scholars Association Luncheon June 11 2025  
You may also pay by cash or card on the day, but will need to let the Treasurer know that you 
will be attending (email Jane Bagshaw  at os@annesley.sa.edu.au )  so that your place is 
reserved. 
Cost is $50, which includes a selection of dishes for main course and a dessert plate to share. 
Drinks may be purchased separately. 
There will be a maximum of 50 tickets for the luncheon, so please book now. Please purchase 
your tickets, or let Jane know that you are coming before 7th June so that table places can be 
arranged.  
The Caledonian Hotel has hosted many of our lunches and  their food and service are reliably 
good. Parking is available at the side and to the rear of the hotel. The address is 215 O’Connell 
Street North Adelaide, on the corner of Barton Terrace West.  

History of the Old Scholars in print 
This book detailing 90 years of the OSA history was written in 1995.  Copies are still available 
from the OSA Committee—contact Helen Flavel at flavelhk@gmail.com. The “Wattle Blossom” 
magazine was first published as the “organ of the Methodist Ladies’ College Guild” in August 
1906. Published biannually, it contained literary articles, an editorial and news of old scholars. It 
later became the MLC annual school magazine.  
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